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People who receive services there
truly do have a chance to escape pov-
erty. They find employment right at
DC Central Kitchen or in Washington’s
hospitality industry. DC Central Kitch-
en is helping people find jobs that pay
living wages and obtain lasting careers.

In 1989, a nightclub manager named
Robert Egger founded DC Central
Kitchen. He was frustrated with his
volunteer experiences at traditional
charitable responses to help end hunger
and homelessness. His idea was to cre-
ate a ‘‘central kitchen’ where wasted
food could be turned into balanced
meals for shelters and nonprofits and
jobless adults could be trained in the
culinary arts.

Of course, the critics said it couldn’t
be done. It was unwise. It was
unsustainable. The concept was just
not possible, they said. Well, they were
wrong. And Robert was ahead of the
curve and ahead of his time.

DC Central Kitchen’s successes have
been celebrated nationally. Its story
has been featured in outlets ranging
from National Geographic to The
Washington Post to The Chronicle of
Philanthropy and many more places. It
works every day to transform food that
would otherwise be wasted into nutri-
tious meals for homeless shelters and
nonprofits. It serves farm-to-school
menus to low-income schoolchildren,
all while creating job opportunities for
unemployed adults who have com-
pleted its culinary job training pro-
gram.

The numbers are clear. Last year, 91
individuals graduated from the pro-
gram; 88 percent of them found good-
paying jobs. Fifty percent of last year’s
graduates received a wage increase
within 12 months of being on that job.

DC Central Kitchen has also ex-
panded access to healthy foods by mak-
ing them available at corner stores in
D.C.’s food deserts. Last year alone, it
supported store owners in selling more
than 207,000 units of affordable, healthy
snacks and produce.

Mr. Speaker, DC Central Kitchen is a
shining example of what can be done to
truly help the underserved in our com-
munities all across this Nation. By giv-
ing individuals career training and job
skills, it allows them to break the back
of intergenerational poverty that has
hindered the lives of so many.

No one in America should go hungry.
Everyone deserves a shot at living a
full, healthy, and productive life. DC
Central Kitchen shows us this is pos-
sible.

Mr. Speaker, I offer my congratula-
tions to the staff, to the volunteers, to
the students, and to all those who had
this vision with DC Central Kitchen.

——
THANK YOU, LAW ENFORCEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. HARTZLER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to take this opportunity to
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praise law enforcement across the Na-
tion and the State of Missouri for their
dedication, courage, and sacrifice in
serving our communities.

This week is National Police Week.
We should thank police every week,
but this time of year provides a special
opportunity to give honor where honor
is due. Law enforcement officers de-
serve our deep appreciation and re-
spect.

Police officers do an excellent job
protecting the residents of my district,
from Columbia to Waynesville, to
Warrensburg and throughout Missouri.
They stand ready to help wherever
needed. That is why, today, I am intro-
ducing the Police Officers Protecting
Children Act. This bill would allow
schools that want to allow retired or
off-duty law enforcement officers to be
armed as a security measure to protect
children in our schools. If a school
wants to allow off-duty or retired po-
lice to protect their students, the Fed-
eral Government shouldn’t stop them.

The Police Officers Protecting Chil-
dren Act is even more important for
schools in our rural communities
where law enforcement may take a sig-
nificant amount of time to respond to
an emergency. A well-placed retired or
off-duty officer could save lives.

Law enforcement in my district have
shown their support for this bill be-
cause they know firsthand that police
officers have the training and experi-
ence to protect our children when it
counts. They have the trust of our
communities and have years of experi-
ence carrying a weapon. I thank them
for their service and their willingness
to protect our children while they are
at school.

Law enforcement officers live out the
honorable duo of bravery and service.
They put their lives on the line every
day to protect our communities, often
without the thanks they deserve. They
work day in and day out patrolling our
neighborhoods, getting drugs off the
streets, and protecting us from crimi-
nals who seek to do us harm.

In Missouri, we honor the brave men
and women who carry the badge as po-
lice officers. This National Police
Week, I am glad to recognize those offi-
cers and their bravery and service pro-
tecting the people of Missouri.

So to the police around the Nation
and in my home State of Missouri, I
say to you: Thank you for your service.
You make a difference every day, and
we are so grateful for you.

GROWING UP IN A LAW
ENFORCEMENT FAMILY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). The Chair
recognizes the gentleman from Kansas
(Mr. MARSHALL) for 56 minutes.

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to give a very personal thanks to
our men and women in uniform during
this National Police Week.

I was raised the son of the chief of
police and the head of the fire depart-
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ment of El Dorado, Kansas, for some 25
years. In that time, he taught me dis-
cipline and values. He taught me there
was right and there was wrong, that
some things are black and white in the
world, and my father represented what
the law was in my community.

Today, I celebrate this week with
him and the men and women who
served with him who gave me a deep re-
spect for the rule of law and those who
serve daily to uphold it. Certainly, I
am the person I am today because of
what my parents taught me, my fam-
ily, and the community, and they still
do to this day.

I can remember growing up and the
first day my dad brought home Rene,
our trained police dog, and how that
dog became part of our family, a very
gentle dog until one morning, we were
playing football in the backyard, and
one of my friends tackled me. We
watched that police dog climb a 6-foot-
high fence to come to my rescue.

I remember my dad pulling people
from fires. I remember riding in the
back of an old Jeep that was over-
hauled from an Army Reserve to fight
prairie fires and grass fires, something
I am sure that kids wouldn’t be allowed
to do today. My dad took me to the fir-
ing range time and time again, and I
would watch my dad shoot 25 rounds
into a small circle the size of a quarter
week after week, training to do his job
right. I remember him getting called
out to domestic disturbances and crime
scenes. I remember him disarming peo-
ple with weapons time and time again,
putting his life on the line.

But it is just not my family, Mr.
Speaker. Families across the country
have loved ones who serve our commu-
nities, States, and country.

Earlier this week, President Trump
gave a great message: ‘“‘No one asked
these selfless men and women to enlist
in this righteous cause or to enroll as
foot soldiers in the eternal struggle
against crime and violence. They
joined the cause because their hearts
were big and full of amazing courage.”’

Mr. Speaker, I salute the men and
women in uniform and thank them for
their service.

————

MY RECENT TRAVEL TO
AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Mrs. ROBY) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
offer a report on my recent travels to
Afghanistan, where our Armed Forces
remain engaged at a critical front of
the global war on terrorism.

I have been a part of several congres-
sional delegations to Afghanistan to
survey conditions there, particularly
as it concerns the progress being made
by Afghan women and girls to attain
equal rights. I was honored once again
to lead a delegation of my colleagues
to the region to conduct oversight of
American operations and better inform
our efforts here in Congress to fulfill
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